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NORTH HEMPSTEAD CL IMATE SURVEY

In  June 2022,  for  the  f i rst  t ime in  the  h istory  of  The Town of  North
Hempstead,  a  survey was  d istr ibuted to  res idents  to  ident i fy  key
issues ,  percept ions ,  concerns ,  and pr ior i t ies  with  respect  to
cl imate  change.  The survey was  avai lable  in  mult ip le  languages ,
anonymous,  and shared widely  with  outreach support  f rom over
f i f ty  community  stakeholders .  We d id  th is  to  help  establ ish
pr ior i t ies ,  pract ices  and pol ic ies  as  wel l  as  a  benchmark  f rom which
the Town can measure  progress  in  the  Town's  c l imate  act ion
planning.

K e y  f i n d i n g s :  

The survey revealed that  overal l ,  most  respondents  (84%)  feel
c l imate  change is  an  urgent  problem that  we need to  prepare  for .  
 Many have a lready fe l t  unsafe  f rom extreme storms and loss  of
power .  They are  worr ied about  the  impacts  of  c l imate  change over
the  next  f ive  years ,  and even more  concerned over  the  next
generat ion.  Pol i t ics  and res istance to  change are  what  respondents
report  are  the  b iggest  obstacles  to  solv ing  the  c l imate  cr is is .  

Most  respondents  (82 .8%)  want  to  be  part  of  the  solut ion to  c l imate
change and 84% report  making  l i festy le  decis ions  with
susta inabi l i ty  in  mind.  Respondents  however  are  d iv ided as  to
whether  they  see  their  community  as  environmental ly  conscious .
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reducing  waste  and increas ing  recycl ing/compost ing
susta inable  landscaping  (ex .  water  conservat ion,  reduct ion in
pest ic ides ,  p lant ing  nat ive  plants)
tree  protect ion and plant ing
renewable  energy  educat ion and incent ives ,  inc luding  solar ,  and
heat  pumps (geothermal  or  a i r  source)
creat ing  more  walkable ,  b ikeable ,  t rans it -or iented communit ies
energy  eff ic iency programs
green infrastructure  to  mit igate  f looding
EV educat ion and infrastructure
support  for  green economy
res i l iency for  f lood prone areas

R e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n s :
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Great  Neck  
Manhasset  
Port  Washington 
New Hyde Park/Mineola  
Wi l l i stons  (East  Wi l l i ston &  Wi l l i ston Park) ,  A lbertson and Roslyn 
Westbury/Car le  Place

D e m o g r a p h i c  p r o f i l e  o f  R e s p o n d e n t s :

As shown in  Sect ion 3 ,  the  major i ty  of  respondents  (82%)  were  45+
in  age  and 98% report  Engl ish  as  their  pr imary  language.  The annual
household  income (HHI)  reported was  d iverse  among respondents ,
with  35% opt ing  not  to  respond.  Respondents  are  predominant ly
White/Caucas ian  (78%)  fo l lowed by  As ian/Paci f ic  Is lander  (8%) ,
Hispanic/Lat ino (4%)  and Black/Afr ican (2%) .  

The  survey achieved 489 responses  from the  fo l lowing
communit ies :  

Communit ies  across  the  Town trended consistent ly  in  responses ,
with  mi ld  var iat ion  in  a  few areas .
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 1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The  Town of  North  Hempstead (ToNH)  is  work ing  on a  community
Cl imate  Act ion Plan  (CAP)  to  help  res idents ,  bus inesses ,
government ,  and community  stakeholders  understand,  adapt  to ,
and thr ive  with  a  changing  c l imate.  The CAP wi l l  inc lude act ions  to
educate  the  community  about  the  causes  and effects  of  c l imate
change,  as  wel l  as  recommend act ions  to  reduce greenhouse gas
emiss ions  and adapt  to  c l imate  change.  This  is  an  ongoing
col lect ive  process  that  engages  our  ent i re  community .   

The  Town re leased a  survey in  June 2022 to  help  ident i fy  key
issues ,  percept ions ,  concerns ,  and pr ior i t ies  among res idents  with
respect  to  c l imate  change.  The survey was  avai lable  in  mult ip le
languages ,  anonymous,  and d istr ibuted broadly  with  outreach
support  f rom over  f i f ty  community  stakeholders .  Four  hundred and
eighty-nine  res idents  completed the  survey.  

Results  of  the  survey serve  as  a  benchmark  f rom which the  Town
can measure  progress  and pr ior i t i ze  act ions  in  the  Town's  c l imate
act ion plan.  

NORTH HEMPSTEAD CL IMATE SURVEY NORTH HEMPSTEAD CL IMATE SURVEY



2.1 One word or phrase that best describes

your feelings and understandings about

climate change:
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2. SURVEY RESPONSES  

NORTH HEMPSTEAD CL IMATE SURVEY

The word cloud shows that the larger the word, the more often it was reported. For
example, 44 respondents used the word "concerned"  to describe their feelings
about climate change.



2.2   Which statement best represents your

thoughts and feelings about climate change?
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2.3 Have you ever felt unsafe due to any of the

following?  
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Respondents most answered that they felt unsafe from "loss of power" and "extreme
storms." 

NORTH HEMPSTEAD CL IMATE SURVEY



2.4 "I am worried about the impacts of climate

change on my community over the next five years."
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212

42

151

31

53



2.5 "I am worried about the impacts of climate

change on my community over the next

generation."
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Even more respondents (82%) are worried about the impacts of climate change
over the next generation.
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313

28

91

2730



2.6 What do you think the biggest obstacles are to

solving the climate crisis?
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330

255

218
186

113

51 48 44

Respondents report "politics" and "habits/resistance to change" as the biggest
obstacles to solving the climate crisis.



2.7 Do you have interest in being part of the

solution to climate change?
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2.8 "I make lifestyle decisions with

sustainability in mind (what I eat, drink, buy,

discard, recycle, travel, etc.)"
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Sustainability tends to impact lifestyle decisions among 84% of respondents.
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125

275

55

25 9



1. Reduce Waste/recycling/composting

2. Sustainable landscaping

3. Tree protection and planting

4. Renewable energy

5. Creating more walkable, bikeable, transit
ortiented communities

6. Energy efficiency programs

7.Green infrastrucure to mitigate flooding

8. EV education and infrastructure

9. Support green economy

10.Resiliency for flood prone areas

2.9 If you want to be part of the solution, which

Town programs would you most likely be

interested in?
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236

186
174

188

148 145 140
134

114

86



2.10 "My community is environmentally

conscious"
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160
148

127

37

17

Respondents  are  d iv ided on percept ion of  their  community  being
environmental ly  conscious .



3.1 Language
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3. DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS  

Most respondents (98%) report english as their primary language. 
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3.2 Age 
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The majority of respondents (82%) are 45+ years of age.
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3.3 Income 
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Total annual household income (HHI) reported was diverse among respondents,
with 35% choosing not to report income.
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3.4 Ethnicity 
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Respondents are predominantly White/Caucasian followed by Asian/Pacific
Islander, Hispanic/Latino and Black/African.  



3.5 Responses By Community
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS 
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reducing waste and increasing recycling/composting,
sustainable landscaping (ex. water conservation, reduction in pesticides,
planting native plants)
tree protection and planting
renewable energy education and incentives, including solar, and heat pumps
(geothermal or air source)
creating more walkable, bikeable, transit-oriented communities
energy efficiency programs
green infrastructure to mitigate flooding
EV education and infrastructure
support for green economy
resiliency for flood prone areas

This survey confirmed residents of North Hempstead feel climate change is an
urgent problem that we need to prepare for. Many have already felt unsafe from
extreme storms and loss of power. Residents are worried about the impacts of
climate change over the next five years, and even more concerned over the next
generation. Politics and resistance to change are what respondents report are the
biggest obstacles to solving the climate crisis. 

 
Residents want to be part of the solution to climate change and report making
lifestyle decisions with sustainability in mind. However, residents are divided as to
whether they see their community as environmentally conscious.  It is unclear if
respondents were referring to neighbors or their local government.

Survey results reinforce the need for the Town to prioritize climate action and
engage residents in projects and programs involving: 


